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Goodbye Graffiti 

Early Adolescence Curriculum Materials 

Topic: Working legally 

Introduction 

“Graffiti provides poor and disadvantaged adolescents with knowledge, skills, and values 
important for success in the mainstream. At the same time, it bonds young people to their 
urban neighbourhoods, empowering them to challenge the dominant society and to transform 
rather than escape their communities…  

… According to Lady Pink, young writers "learn the ropes" from crew mentors, which include 
very practical knowledge and skills as well as painting techniques: "how to use spray paint, 
how to break into the yards, how to steal paint, how to evade the police, how to run tracks, 
you know, how to do characters and how to do nice lettering, and all sorts of things, even the 
social skills that will get your ass not beat up."  

When engaged in these activities, whether legal or illegal, young crew members also absorb 
many important values and habits of mind. Writers plan and execute complex, original 
projects, collaborate with others, manage time, and practice to improve, and in the process, 
build self confidence, resiliency, and other useful academic and job skills…  

Some of the learning within crews is less obvious. For example, writers build and enforce 
their own rules and, in the process, learn an essential premise of democratic citizenship-that 
they have the right and responsibility to govern themselves… 

Graffiti also immerses adolescents in a highly competitive environment. Fierce rivalry for 
respect begins at the tagging level, spurring new writers to get up as much as possible, to 
take great risks, and to develop their style…  

Graffiti crews encourage writers to value both self and community, effectively softening the 
sharp individualistic edges that they honed as taggers.  

It would be naïve, however, to claim that all learning within the crews is positive. After all, the 
writers break into train yards, vandalize property, and ‘rack' or steal paint. ... “ 

(Christen, Richard S. "Hip Hop Learning: Graffiti as an Educator of Urban Teenagers" 
Educational Foundations 17:4 (Fall 2003) p. 57-82) 

In this topic, students may: 

 Investigate the knowledge and skills used by graffiti vandals 
 Investigate ways that people can gain these skills legally 
 Investigate jobs that use these skills 
 Investigate a particular job or career deeply 
 Write a job application 

 

http://www.graffiti.org/faq/graffiti_edu_christen.html
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Tuning In: What knowledge and skills are used by graffiti vandals? 

Have students investigate the skills used by graffiti vandals. You might have students: 

 Read articles written by people who engage in graffiti vandalism(e.g. Graffiti Introduction, 
Street Math, Spray on Art, Art Crimes) 

 Read articles by students or academics (e.g. Hip Hop Learning: Graffiti as an Educator of 
Urban Teenagers) 

 Watch videos (e.g. graffiti skills, graffiti skills 2008) 
 Look at images (e.g. Art Crimes) 

 

Students might think and talk about the knowledge and skills in: 

 Using materials 
 Occupational safety and health (wearing masks, protective clothing) 
 Letter and character design 
 Techniques and effects 
 Perseverance 
 Resourcefulness 
 Persistence 
 Understanding and working within protocols 
 Marketing and promotion 

 

Finding Out: Where can we get these skills legally? 

Many of the people who engage in graffiti vandalism describe laborious processes of 
practising their work in sketch books. If these are their own books, they are legal surfaces!  

In what other ways could skills be developed legally? Students might investigate 

 art programs run by TAFE or other educational groups 
 Art projects like those run by some local councils (see Urban Art Project Guidelines) or  

youth organisations e.g. Headquarters 
 Other ideas? 

 

Sorting Out: What jobs are available for people with skills? 

What jobs are available for people with the skills they use to engage in graffiti vandalism? 
Have students look at jobs in the areas of, for example: 

 Graphics 
 Design 
 Architecture 
 Interior design 
 Sign writing 
 Web development 

Students might look at, for example, Job Outlook, myfuture. 

http://www.graffiti.org/faq/graffiti_intro.html
http://www.hiphop-network.com/articles/graffitiarticles/streetmathwildstyle.asp
http://www.abc.net.au/catapult/stories/s1261781.htm
http://www.graffiti.org/index/best.html
http://www.graffiti.org/faq/graffiti_edu_christen.html
http://www.graffiti.org/faq/graffiti_edu_christen.html
http://www.myvideo.de/watch/2035373/Graffiti_Skills
http://www.myvideo.de/watch/5031337/Graffiti_Skills_2008
http://www.graffiti.org/index/best.html
http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/Urban-Art-Project-Guidelines-April-2015-Final-with-table-of-contents.pdf
http://www.hq.org.au/
http://www.theartcareerproject.com/graffiti-career/420/
http://joboutlook.gov.au/careerquiz.aspx
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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Students might create a poster that describes possibilities for people with an interest in 
graffiti who 

 Complete year 12 
 Complete a TAFE Certificate III 
 Complete a TAFE Certificate IV 
 Complete a TAFE Diploma 
 Complete an undergraduate degree 
 Complete a master’s degree 
 Complete a doctoral degree 

 

Going Further: What does it take? 

Have students select one job possibility and identify the skills needed for that position. 

 

Applying: What will I apply for? 

Have students write a job application for their identified position. 

 


