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Goodbye Graffiti 

Early Adolescence Curriculum Materials 

Topic: Anti-graffiti Resources 

Introduction 

“Graffiti vandalism is one of the crimes most visible to the community and costs millions to 
Australian governments each year. An estimated $200 million is spent every year on graffiti 
removal and prevention strategies. The cost of graffiti is not only financial. Indirect costs to 
society such as environmental harm, fear for safety, reduced civic pride and decline in 
property value, also have a significant impact on towns, cities and communities”(Graffiti 
Management Toolkit).  

Anti-graffiti resources are used in response to legislation, regulations, policies and decisions 
influenced by community opinion, media and politicians. 

In this topic, students may: 

 Identify resources involved in removing, reducing and preventing graffiti vandalism 
 Investigate anti-graffiti resource management 
 Identify some of the intended and unintended consequences of decisions related to anti-

graffiti resource management 
 Develop an Anti-graffiti Management Plan for their school 

 

Tuning In: What anti-graffiti resources are available? 

Have students work in small groups of three or four students to analyse the Tough on Graffiti 
Strategy and the Goodbye Graffiti website to identify groups that are involved in removing, 
preventing and reducing graffiti vandalism. What resources are deployed in these 
interventions? 

Make a list of groups, departments and organisations involved in anti-graffiti strategies. 

 

Finding out: What is being done to reduce graffiti vandalism and why? 

Allocate a group of students to investigate anti-graffiti resource management. Have students 
use web sites, on-line interviews and books. You might also have students prepare interview 
questions to gather additional information. Groups of students might investigate: 

 Police Department 
 Transperth 
 Local government (e.g. City of Melville’s script based educational graffiti resource,     

“The Writing’s on the Wall”) 
 Businesses 
 Organisations (e.g. People Against Vandalism) 
 Youth organisations (e.g. Headquarters). 

They might investigate: 

 What anti-graffiti strategies are they undertaking? 
 Why are they taking these actions? 
 Are there actions they would like to take but cannot? Why? 

http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/local-councils/graffiti-management-toolkit
http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/local-councils/graffiti-management-toolkit
http://www.police.wa.gov.au/Antisocialbehaviour/Graffiti/tabid/1125/Default.aspx
http://www.transperth.wa.gov.au/using-transperth/safety-security
http://www.melvillecity.com.au/index.php/component/alfrescocontent/?nodeid=c140d07b-046a-4645-a8d2-ccf0b07a9305
http://pavwa.com.au/
http://www.hq.org.au/
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 How much money do they spend on these strategies? 
 How are the decisions made about what strategies to undertake? 

 

Sorting Out: What are the intended and unintended consequences? 

Back in the 1930s Robert Merton described some reasons for unintended consequences. 
Unintended consequences can arise because people: 

 Do not have enough knowledge and are not fully informed 

 Make the wrong decisions 

 Want to get something done quickly 

 Believe something needs to be done, even if there isn’t much evidence for it working 

There are other reasons for unintended consequences: 

 The actions taken change what happens in the future. 

 As a decision passes through many hands it is changed slightly along the way and ends up not 
actually addressing what it was intended to address 

 As a decision is subject to media scrutiny, changes are made to make it more saleable. 

For each of the strategies for graffiti vandalism reduction, prevention or removal, have students 
identify some of the intended and unintended consequences.  

 

Going further: How could you reduce the graffiti vandalism in your school 

Have students decide what strategies would be most effective in preventing or reducing 
graffiti vandalism in the school and design a Resource Management Plan which would 
include a variety of approaches designed to collectively reduce the incidence of graffiti 
vandalism. These approaches might include: 

 making the environment less vulnerable to graffiti vandalism 

 rapidly removing graffiti vandalism 

 educating students and the community about the costs and consequences of graffiti 
vandalism 

 providing lawful creative outlets for potential graffiti vandals 

 diverting graffiti vandals into programs designed to reduce the risk of them re-offending. 
 

Students might present their plans using the headings of: 

 Intervention 
 Explanation 
 Priority level 
 Costs 
 Who would be responsible 

 

http://www.econlib.org/library/Enc/UnintendedConsequences.html
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Applying: What have you learned? Who else needs to know? 

With the students, review the activities and products from this topic. What have they learned? You 
might have them use the Assessment Rubric to identify the level of their learning. 

Who else might benefit from their learning (e.g. the Principal, a Parents’ Committee, other 
students)? How could this information be shared? 


