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Goodbye Graffiti 

Early Adolescence Curriculum Materials 

Topic: Designing Out Graffiti 

Introduction 

“A graffiti vandal’s preferred surfaces on private property includes brick walls, sheds and 
solid fences. These structures provide a flat canvas to display tags and other markings.” 
Designing out graffiti. 
 

In this topic, students may: 

 Identify locations where different types of graffiti vandalism are evident 
 Audit a location in the school or community 
 Identify the features of a site that might attract people to engage in graffiti vandalism 
 Identify changes to the location that could be made to design out graffiti vandalism 

 

Tuning In: Where are there examples of graffiti? 

Have students think and talk about places where they might find examples of graffiti 
vandalism, including: 

 Tagging 
 Scratchiti 
 Carvings 
 Messages 
 Slogans 
 Stickers 
 Stencils 
 Throw ups 
 Pieces 
 Urban art 

Have students develop a local environment study plan to audit the graffiti vandalism in the 
school or community. Students should include: 

 The location of their audit 
 How they will carry out their audit 
 What information they will gather 
 How they will record their findings (e.g. photos, sketches, observational notes) 
 Organisational formats that will enable the information they collect about features, 

structures and locations of places to be compiled, analysed and translated. 
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Finding Out: What kinds of graffiti vandalism are located in which locations? 

Have students conduct their audits. What kinds of graffiti vandalism are located in which 
locations? Students should analyse the environment in terms of: 

 Colour/s of surface 
 Type/s of surface 
 Public/private 
 Openness 
 Accessibility 
 Visibility 
 Surveillance 
 Media used to create graffiti (e.g. pens, stickers, spray paint, shoe polish, bucket paint, 

sand paper). 

 

Sorting Out: What are the features of graffiti vandalism sites? 

Have students work together to identify the features of graffiti vandalism sites. What is the 
significance of the site, i.e. why is this graffiti vandalism in this location? 

What features have attracted or deterred people from engaging in graffiti vandalism in this 
location? 

 

Going Further: Why does our society value grey? 

There are many ways in which graffiti vandalism is managed. Buffing and lining out are 
intended to reduce graffiti vandalism. There are some people who think that buffing just gives 
the vandal a new canvas on which to paint.  

A graffiti vandal asked “Why does our society value grey?” What do the students think? 

Have students look at the information on Designing Out Graffiti (landscaping and painting, 
lighting and surveillance, protecting surfaces and rapid removal) on the Goodbye Graffiti web 
site. What changes could be made to their chosen site in order to reduce or prevent graffiti 
vandalism? 

 

Applying: What have you learned? Who else needs to know? 

With the students, review the activities and products from this topic. What have they learned?  

Who else might benefit from their learning (e.g. the Principal, a Parents Committee, other students, 
a local council, a local community group)? How could this information be shared? 
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