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Goodbye Graffiti 
Early Adolescence Curriculum Materials 

Topic: Development of Graffiti 

Introduction 

“Graffiti is writing or drawings that have been scribbled, scratched, or sprayed illicitly on a 
wall or other surface, often in a public place. Graffiti ranges from simple written words to 
elaborate wall paintings, and it has existed since ancient times, with examples dating back to 
Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, and the Roman Empire. 

In modern times, paint (particularly spray paint) and marker pens have become the most 
commonly used graffiti materials. In most countries, marking or painting property without the 
property owner's consent is considered defacement and vandalism, which is a punishable 
crime.” Wikipedia 

This topic involves students investigating graffiti and comparing and contrasting graffiti 
vandalism and urban art. If students undertake all of the learning experiences they will: 

 Develop literacy skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing 
 Investigate the topics of graffiti vandalism and urban art 
 Devise and interpret charts, timelines, tables and maps 
 Understand that it is the ‘illegality’ that makes a piece or work graffiti vandalism, not the 

nature of the piece itself 
 Design and present information that explains that graffiti vandalism is illegal. 

 

Tuning in: What is graffiti vandalism? 

Ascertain students’ prior knowledge by having them write and/or draw about 
1. What do you think graffiti is? 
2. Where did you see it? 
3. Who made it? 
4. How did it make you feel? 
5. What else do you think about graffiti? 

If students do this task individually, you might ask the questions again at the end of the topics 
they study and compare their answers after they have completed their investigations. It will 
help your comparisons if 

 each answer is numbered correctly. 

 the students have written their first name on the sheet. 

 each student’s work is on a separate piece/s of paper. 

 you find a safe place to keep the evaluations until the end of the project. 

Provide students with copies of a range of images. Ask them to sort the images. What criteria 
might be used? Why? Have the students note the similarities and differences.  

Ask the students to define ‘graffiti’. 

Have students sort the images into the categories of ‘graffiti vandalism’ and ‘urban art’.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graffiti
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Note that graffiti vandalism in the context of these materials refers to writing, drawing, or 
symbols applied to any surface without permission of the property owner. Graffiti vandalism 
is, therefore, illegal. 

You might choose to follow this exploration by undertaking the Middle Childhood Topic: 
Graffiti which focuses on differences between graffiti vandalism and urban art. 

 

Finding Out: How has graffiti developed? 

Many people see graffiti vandalism as tagging and equate the two. Throw ups, pieces, 
stickers and stencilling are often seem more positively. 

The remainder of this unit traces the development of graffiti as a pictorial or written form of 
communication. 

Divide the class into two, ideally with the same number of students in each part. Half of the 
students will be focusing on researching graffiti pictures while the other half will be focusing 
on researching graffiti writing. 

Within each ‘half class’, place students in groups of three. Try to ensure that there is a skilled 
reader and writer in each group. You might also allocate specific roles within the groups, 
such as Checker (making sure everyone understand the work in progress), Materials 
Manager (collecting materials required) and Pacer (keeping everyone moving toward the 
achievement of the group task). See Bennett, B., Rolheiser, C. and Stevahn, L. (1991) 
Cooperative Learning: Where Heart Meets Mind, p. 67 for other roles. 

Have each small group use the information below to research ‘pictorial graffiti’ or ‘written 
graffiti’. Each group of students should: 
 Collect samples of pictorial graffiti /written graffiti 
 Write a page outlining the history of graffiti from one of these perspectives 
 Identify two or three famous urban artists or graffiti vandals who create pictorial graffiti or 

written graffiti. 
 

Have each group of students: 

 Look at the information provided 
 Identify other possible sources for information 
 Identify how they will gather information (e.g. roles and responsibilities)  
 Identify how they will store the information (e.g. filing) 
 Identify how they will sort the information 
 Identify how they will interpret the information (e.g. timelines, flow charts, maps, tables, 

charts) 
 Identify how they will present the information. 

Have students complete the research, interpret information and prepare a short presentation. 
Monitor the small group work, identifying groups that seem to flourish and those that struggle 
a little more. While providing support, also note which groups are likely to be able to extend 
other groups more independently. 
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Sorting Out: What are the similarities and differences between pictorial and written 
graffiti? 

When students have undertaken the research, match one group of three that has researched 
pictorial graffiti with one group of three that has researched written graffiti. Match ‘flourishing’ 
groups so that they provide real challenge for one another and ‘struggling’ groups so that 
they meet a similar level of skill and conceptual understanding. 

Have groups present their research to one another. In their now larger group of six, what are 
the points of similarity? What are the points of difference? Have groups identify ways of 
presenting these similarities and differences (e.g. Venn diagram). Note: in some aspects the 
samples, histories and artists identified will be the same! 

 

Going further: Can you tell if it is graffiti vandalism? 

Whether graffiti is in pictorial or written form, if it is done without permission it is vandalism. 
Look at the images and ideas you have gathered. Can you tell by looking at the images 
which pieces are legal and which are illegal? Does it make a difference if it is writing or a 
picture? 

What does your research suggest in terms of: 
 Motivations of and purposes for graffiti vandalism? 
 Intervention strategies to prevent graffiti vandals from creating graffiti? 

 

Applying: Who needs to know what we have learned? 

Look at an Anti-graffiti video, like the ones below. There are several possibilities on YouTube 
you might find also. 

ADAM AND 

GEORGES PROJECT.wmv

Jessica 

goodbyegraffiti.wmv
 

 

 

With the students, look at the activities and products that you have undertaken about written 
and pictorial graffiti. Have the students produce their own anti-graffiti presentation (e.g. a 
short animation, or photoshop presentation). Who might benefit from seeing their anti-graffiti 
presentation e.g. other students in the school, parents, local council members? How could 
they get their message seen? 

 


