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Goodbye Graffiti 
Middle Childhood Teachers Resource Materials 

Topic: Alternatives to Graffiti 

Introduction 

There are many purposes for graffiti and they are probably different for people of 
different ages, genders, social positions, backgrounds and skill levels. Therefore, 
there can be no single strategy for reducing graffiti. In addition to increasing 
identification of graffitists and imposing penalties for graffiti vandalism, there are 
prevention strategies focusing on landscaping and lighting, changing surfaces and 
providing legal alternatives. Legal walls and commissioned art works provide public 
forums that enable proficient artists to be visible, recognised and famous. 

Equally, basketball courts, skateboard parks, playgrounds, surfing clubs, other 
sporting groups, scouts and guides and cadets provide physical and social activities 
as alternatives to graffiti. 

In this thread students may 
 Think and talk about the purposes for graffiti 
 Devise classroom stations to enable students to achieve these purposes through 

a variety of activities 
 Undertake a variety of learning experiences that are constructed as alternatives 

to graffiti 
 Evaluate learning experiences 
 Plan a community activity that provides an alternative to graffiti. 

 

Tuning In: Why do graffiti? 

Here are some quotes from people who do graffiti or who have studied it. (e.g. 
Bradley J. Bartolomeo, 2001, Cement or Canvas: Aerosol Art & The Changing Face 
of Graffiti in the 21st Century, Anthropology Honours Thesis) 

 “Graffiti is a way of being seen for just being” 
 “Graffiti is a way of expressing myself” 
 “Graffiti is about being as noticeable as possible” 
 “Graffiti is about telling a story” 
 “Graffiti is a way of being with your friends” 
 “Graffiti turns grey into beautiful” 
 “Graffiti is about belonging to a group” 
 “Graffiti is a way to be famous” 
 “Graffiti is a visual statement that can be heard” 
 “Graffiti is a response to being lonely, misunderstood and silenced” 
 “Graffiti gives a perspective that is not represented in the media” 
 “Graffiti is an expression of opposition against society” 
 “Graffiti is a rebellious expression” 
 “Graffiti is a visual act of defiance and revolt” 
 “Graffiti is art” 
 “Graffiti is a representation of our culture” 
 “Graffiti is a political statement” 
 “Graffiti shows that public spaces can be used by the public” 
 “Graffiti is a creative, playful response to a prefabricated culture” 

http://www.graffiti.org/faq/graffiti-is-part-of-us.html
http://www.graffiti.org/faq/graffiti-is-part-of-us.html
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 “Graffiti is public art outside the control of public officials, an alternative style 
outside the circle of corporate style and consumption” 

 “Graffiti are the voice of the common man” 
 “Graffiti is another form of marketing” 

Choose 5 quotes you think your students will be able to understand and talk about. 
Try to choose quotes that are different from one another. 

Write each quote on three cards of the same colour (making 15 cards in all of 5 
different colours). Place the cards face down on the floor around the room.  

Have students find a partner and stand on one card. Ask them to read the card and 
work out what they think it means. Allow 3-5 minutes. Have all the students with the 
same coloured card join together and talk about what they think their cards mean. 
Ask students to ask each other questions that will help them all with their 
understanding. 

Repeat the process if you have time and while the conversations seem to be 
interesting. 

 

Finding Out: Investigations 

Talk with the students about the purposes of graffiti. Explain clearly that no matter 
what the purpose of the graffiti, if it is done without permission it is illegal. 

Ask each ‘colour’ group to identify other ways in which this purpose could be 
achieved and develop a proposal for 5 stations that could be set up in the classroom 
or school that would enable students to achieve this purpose. 

For example, if graffiti is a ‘form of expression’, students might propose: 

 A dramatic area 
 A writing area 
 A painting area 
 An area where students record their thoughts through a tape recorder, sound 

track or MP3 
 A junk sports station 
 A collage area 

 A clay area 

If graffiti is about ‘belonging to a group’, the students might propose: 

 A board game  
 A computer area 
 An indoor physical game (perhaps mini golf or indoor cricket or basketball) 
 Blocks 
 Singing and dancing to music 

 A group mural 

For each station, students should make a station card that tells other students what 
they should do in this place: 

 Purpose:…… 
 Materials required:……. 
 Task:……. 
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 Questions:…… 
 Reflection:……. 

 

Sorting out: Achievement stations 

Set up the stations, one set each day. Allow time for all of the students to have-a-go 
at as many stations as possible. 

At the end of each session, have students reflect on their learning.  

 Did the station help them achieve the intended purpose? 
 What additions could be made to the station to make it more effective in 

achieving its purpose? 
 What do they think they’ve learned? 

 

Going further: Community possibilities 

What could we organise for a school or community event that would help people 
achieve their purposes? For example: 

 Painting a mural 
 Setting up a junkyard sports day 
 Holding a bake sale 
 Participating in a performance 
 Holding an art exhibition 
 Participating in a basketball marathon like “Nighthoops” for 12-18yr olds 

 
Applying: Who needs to know what we have learned? 

With the students, look at the activities and products that you have undertaken about 
alternatives to graffiti. Who do they think needs to know about their learning? How 
could this information be given? (e.g. as a PowerPoint presentation shown at the 
community event, as a set of lesson plans published on the school web site). 

 

http://www.junkyardsports.com/
http://www.nighthoops.org/

