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Goodbye Graffiti 
Middle Childhood Curriculum Materials 

Topic: The impact of graffiti vandalism 

Introduction 

The current style of graffiti has persisted in Australia since the 1980’s and has become a 
major form of vandalism throughout the country. Graffiti vandalism, most noticeable in the 
form of tags, has a significant financial impact on the community: directly, as a result of the 
cost of graffiti removal; and indirectly, through increased insurance premiums and 
government taxes which accommodate the cost of repairing damage to public property. 
Graffiti vandalism is estimated to cost the Western Australian community tens of millions of 
dollars each year just in clean up expenses alone. 

The true cost of graffiti vandalism may never really be known as the impacts are far reaching. 
The viability of businesses may be affected due to: decreased property values; losses due to 
damage caused; loss of patronage due to fear of public safety; and theft of graffiti materials 
leading to the theft of other items. Even tourism could decline in areas that have particular 
graffiti problems resulting in a negative impact on the local economy. 

There is also a social cost that can be attributed to graffiti vandalism. When areas are 
targeted it can create an impression that crime is out of control, which in turn encourages 
further criminal activity within the area. Throughout the wider community, it can contribute to 
a general sense of apprehension about levels of crime and, in particular, result in a fear for 
personal safety. (Off the Wall, Graffiti Vandalism Reduction Strategy 2007-2010, p. 5). 

In this topic students may: 

 View images of graffiti 
 Identify their own reactions to graffiti 
 Interview others about the impact of graffiti 
 Write a report about the impact of graffiti on people in the community 

 

Tuning In: How do we feel about graffiti vandalism? 

Show students some images of graffiti vandalism. (See Resources.) Talk to them about: 

 How they think the graffiti got there 
 Who they think might be responsible for putting it there 
 Where the graffiti vandalism is (e.g. on someone’s property or on public property) 
 Whether they think a little bit of graffiti vandalism attracts more graffiti vandalism 
 How they feel about the graffiti vandalism 
 If they have ever seen graffiti vandalism like any of that in the images and where. 

Create a KWL Chart identifying  

 What students already know about the impacts of graffiti (K) 
 What they want to learn (W) 

At the conclusion of the topic, return to the KWL chart and complete the L column: “what 
have we learned?” 
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Finding out: Who is affected by graffiti vandalism? 

Have students think about the people who might be affected by graffiti vandalism. They might 
identify: 

 People who own private property 
 Seniors in the community 
 Businesses 
 Local councils 
 Youth organisations (e.g. Headquarters) 
 Others? 

How could they find out how graffiti vandalism impacts on these people? Have students 
identify audiences and work in groups to develop a set of questions to ask people about how 
graffiti vandalism impacts on them. They might ask: 

 What do you call ‘graffiti’? 
 What do you think about graffiti vandalism? 
 How do you feel when you see graffiti vandalism? 
 What do you do when you see graffiti vandalism? 
 What are the costs of graffiti vandalism? 

Have students interview people in their audience. Each student in each group needs to write 
a report on the interviews. 

 

Sorting out: What is the impact of graffiti vandalism on people? 

Have students from each audience group represent the views of their audience in a new 
group. That is, in each ‘sorting out group’ there should be someone who interviewed property 
owners, seniors in the community, businesses, local council and any other groups. 

Have the students report their findings from their audience group. What are the similarities 
and differences in the findings? 

 

Going further: What are the 
‘costs’ of graffiti vandalism? 

Talk to students about ‘costs’. 
When we talk about the ‘costs’ of 
graffiti vandalism we mostly refer 
to the money spent on removing it, 
but we are also referring to social 
and emotional costs. 

From their findings, what are the 
‘costs’ of graffiti vandalism? Have 
them present their findings about 
these costs in the form of a 
cartoon, chart, a poster, or some 
other visual representation. 

 

 

http://www.hq.org.au/
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Applying: Who needs to know what we have learned? 

With the students, look at the activities that they have undertaken about the impact of graffiti 
vandalism.  

 What have they learned? Return 
to the initial KWL chart and write 
the learning in the L column. 

 Who do they think needs to know 
about their learning?  

 How could this information be 
given? (e.g. students could write 
a brochure or newspaper article 
about the costs of graffiti, or a 
report to be sent to everyone who 
was interviewed). 

 

 


