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Goodbye Graffiti 
Middle Childhood Curriculum Materials 

Topic: Cooling Down Hotspots 

Introduction 

Cooling down hotpots is one of the Goodbye Graffiti strategies that aims “to improve the level 
and timeliness of graffiti removal”. Prompt removal of graffiti is recognised as ‘best practice’ 
in graffiti control because it prevents property from appearing uncared for and reduces the 
amount of recognition a graffiti vandal receives. Prompt removal requires governments at 
different levels to work together and for local government to work with businesses. 

Caring for our community, however, is more than graffiti removal. Participation in community 
activities such as Clean Up Australia and Community Action Days are other ways in which 
property can be ‘cleaned up’ and maintained. 

Some students and community groups Adopt a Spot and assist in the clean up and removal 
of graffiti, increasing the perception of a cared for community. Community action of this kind 
also increases students’ senses of respect and responsibility to and for community property. 

In this topic, students may: 

 Identify hotspots in the school or community 
 Interview a graffiti removal specialist 
 Read information about removing and preventing graffiti 
 Create a plan for adopting a spot 
 Write to the local shire 
 Plan a Community Action Day 

 

Tuning In: What is a ‘hotspot’? 

Graffiti vandalism most often occurs at night when there is less chance of being detected. A 
place where graffiti vandalism regularly appears is called a ‘hotspot’.  

Ask students to think and talk about: 

 Are there ‘hotspots’ in the school or around the school? 
 When is graffiti done at school? 

If students have undertaken the audits in the Getting the Facts or the Removing Graffiti 
topics, they will be able to identify hotspots. If they have not undertaken other audits, have 
students walk around the school or community and identify any places where graffiti 
vandalism occurs. 

Students should look for graffiti vandalism 
 On private property 
 On businesses 
 On walls 
 On telephone or other equipment boxes (e.g. traffic lights) 
 On signs 
 On buses, trains and trucks 
 On bus stops 

 

http://www.kabc.wa.gov.au/get-involved/adoptaspot
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They should look for 
 Tags 
 Throw ups 
 Bombing 
 Pieces 
 Scratchiti 
 Carvings 

 Names 
 Messages 
 Slogans 
 Urban art 
 Stickers 
 Stencils 

 

You might ask students to walk around the block on which they live and record incidents of 
graffiti vandalism. Students might write letters to families explaining the task and inviting 
them to be part of the ‘audit’. 

 

Finding Out: How are ‘hotspots’ cooled down? 

Have a group of students investigate each of the current strategies for cooling down 
hotspots. Groups of students might investigate: 

 Removing graffiti  
 Buffing or painting over graffiti 
 Reducing access to sites 
 Designing out graffiti – see Removal of Graffiti, Designing Out Graffiti and Designing Out 

Crime 
 Adopt a spot 
 Community action days 
 Creating murals 

Have students describe: 

 the intervention 
 the reasons for using it 
 the advantages and disadvantages of it 
 its success or failure in cooling down sites 

 

Sorting Out: What else could be done? 

Have groups of students present their information. Which strategies seem to be effective and 
why? 

What else could be done? Have students work together to design, make and appraise a 
technology process for removing graffiti. 

 

Going Further: Which ‘hotspot’ in our school could be cooled down? 

What ‘spot’ could the students ‘adopt’ and help in the removal of graffiti vandalism and the 
general cleanliness of the area? Have students identify some places in the school they could 
adopt. Have small groups of students develop a plan for how they will address the graffiti 
vandalism problem.  Will the students: 

 Remove graffiti (or does this need to be done by someone in protective clothing?) 
 Paint it 
 Create a mural 

http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/home/remove-graffiti
http://goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/Designing-out-Graffiti-brochure.pdf
http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/docguidelines.pdf
http://www.planning.wa.gov.au/dop_pub_pdf/docguidelines.pdf
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 Plant shrubs or bushes 
 Do anything else to improve the appearance of the place e.g. pick up rubbish? 

Have each group write to the principal with their proposal.  

 

Applying: Which hotspot in the community could be cooled down? 

Have students plan a Community Action Day to cool down a hotspot in the community. Have 
students write to the local council to seek permission for the intervention. (This is to ensure 
that these spots are only adopted once! It is also illegal, and technically graffiti vandalism, to 
(for example) create a mural in a public place without permission!). Have students invite 
families and the wider community to participate.  


