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Goodbye Graffiti 
Middle Childhood Teachers Resource Materials 

Topic: Removing Graffiti 

Introduction 

“Prompt graffiti removal is seen as best-practice as it diminishes the level of recognition and 
reward achieved by graffiti vandals. Prompt graffiti removal also prevents assets from 
appearing uncared for. 

Overall the State Government’s approach to managing graffiti vandalism is to encourage the 
owners of assets to remove graffiti from their assets as soon as possible, with the preferred 
target being within 48-hours (from the time of reporting), or immediately if the graffiti is racist 
or obscene.  

Along these lines the State Government has introduced graffiti vandalism removal standards 
for public sector bodies” (WA Police Goodbye Graffiti website) .  

(see Graffiti Vandalism Removal Standards) 

In this topic, students may: 
 Conduct an audit of graffiti near their own homes 
 Experiment with ways of removing graffiti from different surfaces 
 Consider the difficulties in removing graffiti 
 Determine the budget for graffiti removal in their local area and other benefits to the 

community that could be achieved with this funding. 
 
Tuning In: Where does graffiti appear? 

Have students collect images of graffiti vandalism near their own homes. (Talk with them 
about the safety aspects in doing this.) Alternatively, arrange an excursion (preferably a 
walking excursion) to a local shopping centre, train station, main road or other location where 
there is graffiti vandalism. Check the venue before you do this about the sorts of graffiti they 
might find there, though they might well have been removed before you take the students. 

Students should look for graffiti vandalism 
 On private property 
 On businesses 
 On walls 
 On telephone or other equipment boxes (e.g. traffic lights) 
 On signs 
 On buses, trains and trucks 
 On bus stops 

 
They should look for 
 Tags 
 Throw ups 
 Bombing 
 Pieces 
 Scratchiti 
 Carvings 
 Names 
 Messages 

http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/home/remove-graffiti
http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2011-03-Premiers-Circular-Graffiti-Vandalism-Removal-Standards.pdf
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 Slogans 
 Stickers 
 Stencils 

 
They should note: 

 What sort of surface is it on (e.g. bricks, cement, rendered, metal, plastic) 

 What appears to have been used to put it there (e.g. felt pens, paint) 

 How much of the surface is covered? 

 Does it appear to be the work of only one person or more than one? 

 Is it words or an image? 
 
This learning experience could be coupled with excursions for Getting the Facts and 
Identifying Hot Spots. 
 
Finding Out: How is graffiti removed? 

Removing graffiti can be dangerous. The less harmful the chemicals are that are used to 
remove the graffiti, the safer it is for the people removing it. The WA Police Graffiti Team is 
working in partnership with MPA Skills to offer a graffiti removal course for local councils, not-
for-profit organisations and volunteers (see Goodbye Graffiti website). 

A variety of materials are used by graffiti vandals on a variety of surfaces. Art line markers, 
shoe polish and spray paint are applied to  

 Brick, render, limestone and natural surfaces 
 Metal surfaces 
 Painted surfaces 
 Plastic surfaces. 

Provide students with pieces of several different surfaces that have been marked with 
different media or implements. Ask: How can we remove the graffiti? You might have 
students write or draw their theories and use this information to add to their experimental 
possibilities. 

Have students look at each of the ‘surface’ materials carefully and describe them. Provide 
magnifying glasses to increase their observations. 

Provide students with a variety of solvents including: 
 Water 
 Water with dishwashing detergent 
 Liquid laundry detergent 
 Spray and wipe 
 WD40 
 Paint thinners 
 Eucalyptus oil 
 A special graffiti removal chemical from a hardware store (but these contain harmful 

chemicals and may be best demonstrated rather than having students use them. Gloves 
and a mask may be required.) 

 ‘Magic’ cloths 
 Anything else they have suggested in their initial theories. 

http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/local-councils/industry-managed-training


  Goodbye Graffiti Middle Childhood: Removing Graffiti 

 

 

 

 

 

 

©Western Australia Police (2015)    

Ensure that the appropriate safety precautions are taken when using them and that the 
instructions for use are carefully followed. You might look at the Graffiti Hurts website for 
more information. 

Have students work in small groups of three or four students. Have them plan their 
investigation including: 

 What they are trying to find out? 
 What they will need? 
 What they will do? 
 What they think will happen? 

What processes for graffiti removal are most effective on which surfaces? 

Have students undertake the investigations, recording their results. 

 

Sorting out: What do we need to consider in removing graffiti? 

Have students think about the places they found graffiti. What needs to be considered in 
removing the graffiti? For example: 
 The time it takes to remove the graffiti 
 Costs of solvents 
 Transporting the cleaning equipment to the sites 
 The number of sites 
 The frequency of cleaning 
 Reaching graffiti in high places (scaffolding, safety harnesses) 
 Reaching graffiti on bridges (cherry pickers, harnesses) 
 Damaging surfaces, with the resulting disintegration of the structure 
 Leaving surfaces looking worse than with graffiti on them 
 Who would remove the graffiti? If these people are employed, what is the cost of their 

employment? 

Have students work in groups to develop a plan for removing the graffiti in one site.  

 

Going further: What could be done with the money being spent on graffiti removal? 

Have students write to the Graffiti Removal department of their local shire and find out how 
much money is being spent by the local shire on graffiti removal. Alternatively, search for 
‘graffiti’ in your local council’s budget.  

What else could be provided for the community with this money? For example, in 2014/15 
The City of Vincent budgeted $140,000 on closed circuit TVs with the intention of reducing 
“crime volumes particularly, graffiti, anti social behaviour and kerb crawling” (see City of 
Vincent budget), $5,000 on a Community Safety Programme,  and $135,000 on graffiti 
control. Compare this to the $150,000 budget for the new nature playground for 10-14 year 
olds at Braithwaite Park. 

Have students develop a proposal for the use of the money currently allocated to graffiti 
removal. 

 

http://www.graffitihurts.org/rapidremoval/removal.jsp
http://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Services/Financial_Services/Budgets
http://www.vincent.wa.gov.au/Services/Financial_Services/Budgets
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Applying: Who needs to know what we have learned? 

With the students, look at the 
activities and products that you 
have undertaken about removing 
graffiti. Who do they think needs to 
know about their learning? How 
could this information be given? 
(e.g. students could write a 
newspaper article, brochure or 
poster about the costs of graffiti, or 
develop a proposal for the money 
that is currently being spent on 
graffiti removal in their 
suburb/town.) 

 

 


