
  Goodbye Graffiti Middle Childhood: Getting the facts 

 

©Western Australia Police (2015)    

Goodbye Graffiti 
Middle Childhood Curriculum Materials 

Topic: Getting the facts 

Introduction 

“Preliminary graffiti research data from WA Police indicates the main offending age is 
between 12 to 25 years old from all socio-economic environments. The largest percentage of 
offenders are from mid to high-level income families with a median age of 15. This is 
supported by both national and international research. 

This data has also highlighted a significant number of graffiti offenders have committed other 
more serious crimes. These crimes include armed robbery, grievous bodily harm and drug 
related offences.  A significant number of graffiti offenders in WA have also been charged 
with arson, animal cruelty and serious sex offences. The offence of graffiti is not necessarily 
committed in isolation but is part of an offending trajectory.  

In Western Australia, Police cautioning and arrest data covering the 5 year period from 2005 
to 2009 indicates that 46% of graffiti damage and related offences were committed by males 
aged 14 to 16 years.  It should be noted that the number of juvenile graffiti offenders (10 to 
17 year olds) processed by Western Australian Police in 2009 represented only 0.4 % of the 
State’s entire juvenile population in that year”. (See Goodbye Graffiti website) 

In this topic, students may: 

 Discuss and distinguish between factual, non-factual information and opinions 
 Identify the facts in a formal document 
 Consider the ethics of asking people to disclose information about committing an illegal 

offence 
 Conduct a survey 
 Analyse survey results 
 Use percentages to describe involvement in graffiti vandalism 
 Undertake a graffiti vandalism audit of the school and/or an area of the community 
 Prepare a report about graffiti vandalism in the school and/or area of the community 

 
Tuning In: What are the facts? 

Ask students to define ‘a fact’. You might have students write or draw their response to “A 
fact is…..” Students might work individually, in small groups or do a whole class brainstorm 
and collate their responses in a presentation for families. 

Ask students to describe information that is not ‘fact’ and collate these responses. What is 
the difference between information that is factual and non-factual? What is the difference 
between ‘facts’, ‘non-factual information’ and ‘opinions’? Have students view a video clip 
from a news report about graffiti and discuss which comments are ‘facts’, which are ‘non-
factual information’ and which are ‘opinions’. 

Ask students to ask some other people they know e.g. a member of their family, what ‘a fact’ 
is, what is ‘non-factual information’ and what is ‘opinion’. Collate this information (taking care 
not to identify people from whom it is recorded by name).  

Have students read the Tough on Graffiti Strategy and the web site Report Graffiti. You might 
download some copies and have students work together in small groups to read the 
information and find the ‘facts’ being requested.  

http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/schools/faq-students/who-are-the-most-likely-offenders-of-graffiti
http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/about/the-tough-on-graffiti-strategy
http://www.goodbyegraffiti.wa.gov.au/home/report-graffiti
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Ask students to think about the information that might be gathered. Do they think that non-
factual information could be gathered? How? Why? 

 

Finding Out: Who does graffiti vandalism? 

In 2003, Professor Graham Martin and others undertook research in Queensland. He found 
that: 10% of 13 year old girls and 12% of 13 year old boys had engaged in graffiti vandalism. 
Students were asked to answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to one question “I have graffitied (tagged) things 
in public places”. 

Ask the students how they could find out how many in the school have engaged in graffiti 
vandalism? Have students think and talk about the following, and then construct an 
anonymous survey to gather this information. 
 What would they ask? 
 Since graffiti vandalism is illegal, do they think students would say ‘yes, I’ve done 

graffiti!’? 
 Would it make a difference if their answers were anonymous? 
 Would it make a difference if they were asked verbally or in writing? 
 Would it make a difference if they knew what would be done with the information 

collected? 
 Would students know what graffiti is? 
 Do they think there is a difference between writing on someone else’s work, writing on a 

toilet wall, carving into a desk, a bench or a tree, ‘tagging’, doing a ‘throw up’, ‘piecing’, 
‘stencilling’ or doing scratchiti? 

 Does age matter? 
 When people report graffiti offences, do you think they will report all of these forms of 

graffiti? 
 How accurate is the information is likely to be? 

Note that there are ethical concerns here that require discussion. If people volunteer that 
they have done something illegal, what is the students’ (or your) responsibility for reporting 
them? Would a repeat offender divulge the information? 

Support students to develop the survey, thinking about: 

 Questions to be answered 
 Possible answers 
 Which questions are likely to produce answers that could be ‘added up’ (i.e. provide 

quantitative information that can be analysed mathematically). 
 Which questions are likely to produce answers that cannot be added up 
 Which questions are likely to produce a limited number of answers that could be added 

up in each category 
 How the answers will be analysed 
 How the data gathered might be represented 
 How we will know if the data is ‘good’ data. 

Once information is gathered, work out the percentage of students who have engaged in 
graffiti vandalism. Extrapolate the percentage for the number of 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 year 
olds that live in your area (ABS statistics indicate there is a total of 151,700 children aged 10-
14 in WA as of 2007). If this activity is too difficult for your students, have them find a way of 
presenting the information to an appropriate group in the school (e.g. Year 6 students) and 
request these students to do the mathematics.  

When the statistics have been created, have students think and talk together (in small 
groups, in a small group with an adult or as a whole class): 

http://aic.gov.au/media_library/conferences/2003-graffiti/martin.pdf
http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Products/3235.0~2007~Main+Features~Western+Australia?OpenDocument
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 What does your survey show? How many children aged 10-14 in the school are probably 
doing graffiti? 

 What is the percentage of the students aged 10-14 probably doing graffiti in the school? 
 How does this percentage compare with the percentage in Professor Graham Martin et 

al’s research (i.e. 10-12%) or the WA Police department (“the number of juvenile graffiti 
offenders (10 to 17 year olds) processed by Western Australian Police in 2009 
represented only 0.4 % of the State’s entire juvenile population in that year”). ? 

 How many children would be doing graffiti in your community if the same percentage of 
children applied? 

 Do you think it is possible for this number of people aged 10-14 to be doing graffiti? What 
does this tell you about your research methodology?  

 

Sorting out: Is there graffiti in our school? 

Have students do a walk around the school and use a paper copy of the Reporting Form to 
record graffiti incidents in the school. They should look for: 

 Tags 

 Throw ups 

 Bombing 

 Pieces 

 Carvings 

 Names 

 Messages 

 Slogans 

 Stickers 

 Stencils 

 Writing  

 Scratching 

Have the students examine walls, trees, furniture, paths, fences, signs and any other fixed 
equipment in the school and 

 Measure the amount of graffiti vandalism (in square metres) – this may require a 
measurement lesson 

 The kinds of graffiti vandalism 
 The media used to do the graffiti vandalism. 

You might have students go to different areas of the school to map any incidents.  

Collate the results. 

Have groups of students create reports on the extent of graffiti in the school. Use the writing 
process to plan (using the report format), write and edit reports. Have students read each 
other’s reports. What information included in the reports is ‘factual’, ‘non-factual’ and 
‘opinion’? 

 

Going further: Where is there graffiti vandalism in our community? 

Have the students identify an area of the community where there is graffiti vandalism or take 
students on a walk around the school block and record the examples of graffiti vandalism 
that are there. Students should look for: 

 Tags 
 Throw ups 
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 Bombing 
 Pieces 
 Scratchiti 
 Carvings 
 Names 
 Messages 
 Slogans 
 Stickers 
 Stencils 
 Urban art 

Have students look at: 

 The amount of graffiti vandalism (in square metres) 
 The different kinds of graffiti vandalism 
 The particular tags that seem to occur in different places 
 Tags around a legal piece of urban art 
 The media used to create the graffiti vandalism (e.g. pens, stickers, spray paint, shoe 

polish, paint, sand paper). 

Have students create a report on the extent of graffiti vandalism in an area of their 
community. The report might include photographs or tracings of the graffiti vandalism. 

 

Applying: Who needs to know what we have found out? 

Talk with the students about the information you have collected in this topic.  

Who needs to know what the students have learned? Is there information that should be 
reported on an official form to the Western Australia Police? Who might benefit from reading 
the reports the students have created (e.g. principal, parents, local council). 

 


