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Goodbye Graffiti 
Middle Childhood Curriculum Materials 

Topic: What is Graffiti Vandalism? 

Introduction 

“Graffiti is writing or drawings that have been scribbled, scratched, or sprayed illicitly on a 
wall or other surface, often in a public place. Graffiti ranges from simple written words to 
elaborate wall paintings, and it has existed since ancient times, with examples dating back to 
Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, and the Roman Empire. 

In modern times, paint (particularly spray paint) and marker pens have become the most 
commonly used graffiti materials. In most countries, marking or painting property without the 
property owner's consent is considered defacement and vandalism, which is a punishable 
crime.” Wikipedia 

This topic involves students in investigating the forms of graffiti and comparing and 
contrasting graffiti vandalism and urban art. If students undertake all of the learning 
experiences they will: 

 Develop literacy skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing 
 Research the topic of graffiti 
 Describe the purposes of graffiti vandalism and urban art in the community 
 Sort and classify information 
 Distinguish between ‘facts’, ‘non-factual information’ and ‘opinion’ 
 Design and present information that explains that graffiti is vandalism. 

 

Tuning in: What is graffiti? 

Ascertain students prior knowledge by having them write and/or draw about 
1. What do you think graffiti is? 
2. Where did you see it? 
3. Who made it? 
4. How did it make you feel? 
5. What else do you think about graffiti? 

If students do this task individually, you might ask the questions again at the end of the topics 
they study and compare their answers after they have completed their investigations. It will 
help your comparisons if 

 each answer is numbered correctly. 

 the students have written their first name on the sheet. 

 each student’s work is on a separate piece/s of paper. 

 you find a safe place to keep the evaluations until the end of the project. 

Provide students with copies of a range of images. Ask them to sort the images into ‘graffiti 
vandalism’ and ‘urban art’, noting their similarities and differences. 

Ask the students to define ‘graffiti vandalism’. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graffiti
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Note that graffiti vandalism in the context of these materials refers to writing, drawing, or 
symbols applied to any surface without permission of the property owner. Graffiti vandalism 
is, therefore, illegal. 

 

Finding Out: What is urban art or graffiti vandalism? 

Divide the class into two, ideally with the same number of students in each part. Half of the 
students will be focusing on researching ‘urban art’ while the other half will be focusing on 
researching ‘graffiti vandalism’. 

Within each ‘half class’, place students in groups of three. Try to ensure that there is a skilled 
reader and writer in each group. You might also allocate specific roles within the groups, 
such as Checker (making sure everyone understand the work in progress), Materials 
Manager (collecting materials required) and Pacer (keeping everyone moving toward the 
achievement of the group task). See Bennett, B., Rolheiser, C. and Stevahn, L. (1991) 
Cooperative Learning: Where Heart Meets Mind, p. 67 for other roles. 

Have each small group use the information below to research ‘urban art’ or ‘graffiti 
vandalism’. Each group of students should: 

 Define ‘urban art’/’graffiti vandalism’ 
 Collect samples of ‘urban art’/’graffiti vandalism’ 
 Write a page outlining the history of ‘urban art’/’graffiti vandalism’ 

 Identify two or three famous ‘urban artists’/’graffiti vandals’. 

Have each group of students: 

 Look at the information provided 
 Identify other possible sources for information 
 Identify how they will gather information (e.g. roles and responsibilities)  
 Identify how they will store the information (e.g. filing) 
 Identify how they will interpret the information (e.g. timelines, flow charts, maps, tables, 

charts) 
 Identify how they will present the information. 

Have students complete the research, interpret their information and prepare a short 
presentation. Monitor the small group work, identifying groups that seem to flourish and 
those that struggle a little more. While providing support, also note which groups are likely to 
be able to extend other groups more independently.  

 

Sorting Out: What are the differences between ‘urban art’ and ‘graffiti vandalism’? 

When students have undertaken the research, match one group of three that has researched 
urban art with one group of three that has researched graffiti vandalism. Match ‘flourishing’ 
groups so that they provide real challenge for one another and ‘struggling’ groups so that 
they meet a similar level of skill and conceptual understanding. 

Have groups present their research to one another. In their now larger group of six, what are 
the points of similarity? What are the points of difference? Have groups identify ways of 
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presenting these similarities and differences (e.g. Venn diagram). Note: in some aspects the 
samples, histories and artists identified will be the same! 

 

Going further: Why is an image perceived as urban art or graffiti vandalism?  

Gather all the images students have collected.  

Teach or review graphing of data, including: 

 Identifying the questions to be answered 
 Gathering data 
 Representing the data 
 Classifying the data 
 Creating tables 
 Creating graphs 
 Checking and correcting information 
 Reading graphs 
 Interpreting graphs 

Have each student answer the following questions about each image. Have them record their 
decisions and compile them as a graph. 

 Is this graffiti vandalism or urban art? 
 Is this art or writing? 
 Is this done by an adolescent or an adult? 
 Is this done by a female or a male? 
 Is this done by a person going to school, in a job or unemployed? 

Which images is there agreement about? Which are the images where there is 
disagreement? Why is this?  

Have students take the photos to other classes, ask the questions of other students, collect 
their answers and graph their responses. Are these responses the same or different from 
their own? Why might this be? 

 

Applying: Who needs to know what we 
have learned? 

With the students, look at the activities 
and products that you have undertaken 
about urban art and graffiti vandalism. 
Who do they think needs to know about 
their learning? How could this information 
be given? (e.g. students could write a fact 
sheet about graffiti vandalism for the 
school newsletter, local newspaper, the 
WA Police or create a webquest). 

  

http://www.webquest.org/index-create.php

